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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The M'iller Town Hall is located on a triangular shaped lot formed by the intersection of
Miller Avenue,0ld Hobart Road, and Grant Boulevard in Gary, Indiana. The structure is
a rectangular two-story brick structure constructed in 1911.

The main portion of the structure measures forty feet by twenty-four feet. The front
elevation (south) has three bays w'ith an entry in the center bay. The double-hung
windows on this, the north, and east s'ides have two over two'lights. Windows on lhe
west side have one over one light. The main entry has double paneled,wooden doors,
I plain transom, and a flat limestone hood supported by brackets. Above the entry is a
Iimestone plaque with the words, "Town of l4jI1er."

The second story windows have p'lain brick molded suryounds and limestone sills. A lime-
stone string course runs below the first floor windows while a brick string runs above
the second story windows. Above this strjng course'is a meta'l parapet entablature with
dentils. Projecting brick bands run around the structure on the first story.

The kitchen addition on the west side is one story brick structure on a raised basement.
0n the south side there is a double set of double-hung windows with three lights over one.
The two single windows on the east side also have three lights over one. The kitchen is
about e'ighteen by twelve rfeet.

The kitchen and hose tower were added in the 19201 s when the building was converted from
a town hall to a fire station. The hose tower is brick and measures nine by six feet
and rises to a height of twenty-eight feet. 0n the west side a large fire door was placed
in the west wall. In 1976 this door was removed and the three bay facade was restored,

The only interior feature of note is a pressed tin ceiling in the.large.meeting room on
the seCond fToor.' 'In"the L940's a small wooden dispatcher's office was added to the north
side. .In tr976 this addition was removed.
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The 01d Miller Town Hall is significant locally for its role in the development of Gary,
Indi ana

The Town of Mi'ller'was established long before the Gary steel mills started to alter thelands.cape of Northern Lake County. A imall village de"vetopea in 1874 it if,1e-point wherethe l'lichigan Southern and Baltimore & Ohio Railroids crossed near Lake Nicfrigln. Thesettlement was named Miller after the Railroad foreman who supervised,constriction at the
9t0P: In the late njneteenth century the town's economy was based on fiifring ind supply-ing ice to Chicago.

This quiet existance w9s !isrupted in 1906 when the United States Steel Corporation turneda deserted area into-t!9 targest-steel-region in.the country. Mjller consisted of 9 squaremiles and had a population oi zoo in 1907-when the boom towi of Gary 
"ur 

inio"porated.'
Gary early threatened to annex the town of Miller. It may be that the voters of Miller^
were demonstrating.their independence when they voted 58 io 0 on June 3, 1910, toconstruct an electric lighting system buflding- and meeting ha]1.

Town officials selected,J.. J. Ver Plank as the architect. Bo.rn, in 1875., Ver plank had
opened an office in Gary in March,1g0g, well aware of the opportunities availab.le for anarchitect in a newly created city. He designed a number of slructures in the area, in-cluding_tl:rg.9u.y Theatre, First Presbyteriai church, Gary commeriiir-crun grirding, and the
Savage Building.

0n September 13, 1910, the Town Board voted to accept plans for the building prepared byVer Plank and electric_lighting s.ystem specifications drawn up by George F."peterson. Tofund the project, the Board voted on 0ctbber 7 to issue bonds'in the amount oi-$tZ,OOO
and to awand the construction contract to [.lilber cross.

The.completed structure was finished in.April,,1911, and housed the electr.ical systemequipment on the tjt:! f19or,,alq a meeting hail was on the second floor. In addition toservi!9-as a town hall, the build]ng was used for danceso box.iocials, and i mee6ng piicefor civic and community organizatiois and the town uoiiA: -- --

The residents of Gary became interested in Miller in 1910; seeking relief from the city
summer. heat, many. people came to enjoy the beaches. ffre City of dary wanteO J park in thearea; however' Hglqrt.Township was nol about to pay for a pai'k-which woulo uenetitonly-Ggry.. In 1913'the people of Miller refused'tir lease iina to the Garv park Board. andin 1915 thev. opoosed an attempt to set up a .ioint pa.k uoarJ. 
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$ary 19ught to settle the matter of the park by annexing Miller in December, 1918.Accordinq to local tradition, the annexaiion wis succesitul because many of the Millermen were qone' servilg in bJorld l,'lar I. The park question was iinatty r6sotu.J-in 1919when U.s. Steel purchased 120 acres alons raiie ^aiihiqun-un;-iuu. it io i[; a;;y. rr,.annexation caused the construction of stieets between eary ano Miller ana encoirraqeogrowth of the unban area jn that direction

converted to Gary Fjre Station #7. The structure
when it was converted to a local comrnunity cenier.

Because most of Gary was constructed after Ig20, the architectural heritaqe of the areais much younger thah other cities in tnoiana.--ir'. Mill;; iow'i-Hail is significant locallyas one of the oldest brick structures in Miller and earv. io*.u.., the structure ismore significant locally as a reminder of Miller's uriei p.rioJ of independent existence.

In the 1920' s the Miller Town Hall was
continued as a fire stat.ion t ntil I}TS
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